Publicity Sparks Interest In Firm
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Rocket Failure BringsFavorable Fame

Private Effort Ended
In Launch Explosion

Ry MICHAEL W0OODS

Biady ScHancs Edowr
WASHINGTON — A asmall Texos
company that falled dismally ln ita at-
tempt to launch the nation's first pri-
vately developed spaceshup toward earth
orbit last month hag learned a lesson
about the vagaries of public opinion fa-
ruliar to generations of Hollywood press

agenta and publicity hounds:

It doesn't matter what you say about
me, just get my name in the paper,

David Hannah, Jr., president of Space
Services, Inc., say3 those photographs of
his i5-foot rocket exploding in a gigantic
ball of flame that appeared in newspa-
pers around the world actually have
proven benelictal in some respecta. They
generated much-needed public aware-
ness about the private space venture,
termed the *Perchecon Project,” and
gparked the intecest of potential cusiom-
ers, job seekers, and even Congress.

Mr. Hannsh, In fact, was called to
testily Tuesday before the House Com-
mytred on  Scieace and Technelogy,
which Is gathering Informatlon on space
goals. He promised the committee that
Space Services will make another
launch attempt by the end of next year,

Ladancied From Texas Igland

"1 think we already bave proven that
we can build an inexpensive spaca vehl
cle he said. “What we don't know Is
whethor we can bulld one that will
work.”

Mr. Hannah, describing how photo-
graphs of the aborted jaunch appeared
in newspapers as far away as India, aand
he and bis assoriates were “amazed” at
the response. Potential custome,s called

to encourape eontinuation of the project.
There were calls and lettors from agro-
space engineers who wanted to work for
Space Servives. Insurance agents called
to see tl they could writeé coverage for
the firm. And even the Natitonal Aero-
nautles and Space Administration got
into the act by offering to analyze the
reasons [or the explosion,

The launch attempt tonk place Ang. 5
from a cattle raoch on Matagorda Is-
land 1 Texas. Percheron (named for a
breed of large French draft horses) wos
developed with “off-the-shelf" technolo-
gY by a group of 20 sclentlsts, engineers,
and technicians, some of whom were
retired NASA employees. Mr. Hannah, a
wealthy real cstate developer, arranged
31.2 millien in financing for the project.

Ballt With Government Designs

Everything from Percheron's slogle 5

rocket engine, which burna éheap
kerosene aml liquid oxygen, to ita gui-
dance system was budt with Govern-
ment designs available to ecornmercial
users.

Its goal is to make the first step to-

ward the exploitatlon and commer-
cialization of space by private entrepre-
neurs. The Percheron rocket is designed
to carry small payloads (auch a3 remote
sensing oll explotation cameras) into
low earth orbit at a cost about 30 to 4D
per cent less than that of NASA's exist-
ing launch wvehicles. Eventoally, com-
munlcations satellites would be
launched Ioto higher orbits,

The first commercial launches would
be capable of carrylng payloads of only
a few bundred pouhds into orbits of just
over 100 miles, But capacity would
slowly increasse to payleads of thousands
of pounds In the luerative 22.500-mile
geosynchronous orbit used by coms
munications satellites.

Percheron would be America's first
private commerclal space launch ser
vice — for hire by anyone. A privala
West German firm §9 planaing similar
unches from a test aite in Libya,

‘Make The Frontler Accessibie’

“Historically, the United States hag
opened and developed new ecopomic,
sclentfic, and physical [roptiers by
fostering partnerships between govern.
ment and industry,” Mr. Hannah told the
committee. “Government has fulfilled
Its responsibility to open the new Itom
tier of space, and it now is incumbent
upon Space Scences and all the com-
panies which will follow to make the
fronuer accessibie for- Industrializetion
and commegetalization.”

Mr. Hannah predicted that there eveg-
tually wil be "& host” of other private
companies formed to explow the com-
tnercial and Industrial poteatiul of
spuce. He urged Congress to creats an
agency that wuuld regulata the con-

siruction and flight of rochets In murd
the same fashion that the Federa] Avia-

ton Adnunstration regulates the com.
mercial airhne industry,



