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THE AFPOLLO TRAGEDY
OF JANUARY 27, 1867

The date was Fridsy, Jan-
uary 27, 1967. The place was
Cape Eepnedy, Florida, At
Launch Fad 34 an Apollo space-—
craft had been inetalled on
top of & Saturn 1-B rocket,
Three astronaute had climbed
into the spacecraft about
1:40 p.m., 2 couple of hours
late beczuzme of some check-

: out problema. The thres
astronauts wera Lt. Col. Virgil I. Grissom, Lt. Col. Edward H.
White, and Lt. Cmdr. Reger B. Chaffee.

Thie day was another preparaticn for the threes in gatting
ready for America'a firast manned flight of Apollo. A new launch
day of Februaxy 21, 1967 had been set.

Soon after sektling in the craft, Grissorm sniffed a strange
odor In his space suit syetem. The countdeown stopped. Afior
finding po lmpurities, the practice countdown was reaumed. At
3:40 p.m. a communications bug cavsed a now interrupticon in the
countdown, which had reached the point when the spacecraft
would ewitch from external to interpal power. The courntdown
was stopped again. It was hoped that the problem could be
quigkly found and if it ecould, the practice was to take only
about ten minutes more to cooplete.

The countdown was never resumed.

At €:30 p.m. the craw was gtlll inside erhe craft, fabirn
pressure, cabln temperature and oxygan-supbly temperature wers
all normal. In a few Beconds there was & hrief surge of current.
At three seconds after €:31 sore listenere on the ground hearsd
Chaffee raport throurh the compunicatiens system, "I smell
fire,” Monitering devices on the ground indicated movement in-
side the spacecraft. Then from inzgide came the words, "We'wve
got & fire lo the cockpit.”

At 6131:17, the cabin ruptured. It tock launch pad work-
men sbout Eive minutes to werk kheir way through flames and
acrid smoke to get the hatch open. 1t was too late. White was
lving in his couch witk his arms over his hsad. Grissom had an
arm cutstretched. Chaffee was glumged in his couch,

Doctore arrived on ®the scene about 6:45 p.m. The threes
astronauts wers pronputced dead. Later, lovestigaters would
determine that the three had lost coneciousness about 15 tc 20
seconds after the fire was first noticed. Asphyxiation Jdue to
emcke inhalation would be listed as the official cause of
death of Grissom, White and chaffes.
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5CCS COVERS OF THE PRE-APOLLD ERA...THE "SCCS CLASSIC ERR"

With the launch of apolle 7 on Qctober 11, 1363, spacs
cover collecting really took a leap forwerd. After the Space
Cisy Cover Socleby produced its first cover on January 27, 1967
and up until the launch of Apollo 7, twelve additional cowvers
were produced.  Some hawve even named this the 78005 classic
perind.” Each of these 13 cowvers was produced in guantities
of Just a few hundred, sxcept for $5CC5-1. It had a guantity
of only ¥B. Owver the past 20 years, maszt of these 13 have
probably been put away or lost, and destined never to see the
ilght of day again.

Priges in this list are what we feel are fair retail
prices as gf the date of this publicatien (Saptenbar 108£)%.
Each ie based on the guantities produced, what we foel are
gtill around today, and the number that bhave shown up in the
yeara gsince thelr issue.

These 13 cowvers are listed starting on page 2. Follow—

ing that liatikg, additional detsils of the covers will ke
given.



NUMBER DESCRIPTION FRICE

2e0s-1 vemorial cowver for death of Srizeom, White and
rthaffee. Machine cancelled Houston Januvary 27,
1267 p.m. duzt hours after their death. Ipi-
tial cachet printed with generic NaBR design.
Additional border and wording printed in black. $400.00

5oC5-2 Fifth anniversary Glenn's Mercury flight.
Houston machine cancel Feb 20, 1%67. Cachet
rubber stamped. Cover has 2 NASA Local PFoat
commemorative printed bi-color in blue apnd black
and cancelled with RASA Local Past commemoras=
tive cancel in green ink. This iz the flrst day
of issue of the first WASAE Local Post issue. 45,00

ECCE-] Fifth annivereary Carpenter's Mercury flight.
Eouston machine cancel May 24, 1967. Cachet
rubber stamped in corange ink. Cover has a
NASA Loecal Post commeéemorative printed pi-coler
in wine and black ink ecancelled with HASA Lecal
Post commemorative cancel in blue ink. 20.00

5005-4 Maj. Bdward G. Givens killed near FPearland TX
close to what 1= now the Johneon Space Center,
Pearland machine cangel June 6, 1867, date of
his death. Cachet rubber stamped ip black ink. T5.00

50C05-5 HASA namsd 11 aa SBclentist Astrownauts in Hous-
ton Aug 4, 1967. Houston machine cancel. The
cachet printed in blue ink. [(Typo error as the
cachae® reads br, Earl ©. Henize's name ag
"Nenlze.") 20.00

ACLE=6 Pirat day of iasue of Scott #1331-32. Thie
se~tenant palr honored the Geminl space pro-
gram. Firat day of lssue at the Kennedy Space
Center FL on Sep 29, 1367. This was the first
first day cover produced by SCC5. Moat of the
ECCS <overs have & single of the MWASA Local
Post igsue honorimg Ed White tied in with the
first day of issua cancel. 40,00

sCes-17 "Unofficial" firat day city for $1331-32.
Abour 200 palrs of the se-tenant stamps were
flown from Florida to Houston. The Houston
covers have a rubber stamped cachet in green
ink. The pair of stamps cancelled with Housten
hand sancel date of Sep 29, 1967 p.m. ERagh
cover alse has a single of the Ed White HASA
Losal Fost commemorative printed in blue—grey
and black and cancelled with the WLF hand can-
cel in purple ink. 65.00

2CCs=A Fifth anniversary cof Schirra's Mercury flighe.
Howston machine cancel of October 3, 1267. The
cachet rubber stampad in red ink. Cover has a
FASA Local Poat cosmemorative printed bi-color
in =almon and black ink and cancslled with the
NHLF hand cangel in purple ink. 20.00

s005-3 First anniversary of death of Grizsom, White and
Chaffee. Houston machine cancel of Jam 27, 1968.
Cachet rubber stamped in black ink. Each cover
has MASA Local Post commemorative printed picolor
in blue and black ink and cancelled with WLF hand
cancel in blue ink. .00



NUMBER DESCRIFTION PRICE

s0Cs=-10 Sgventh anniversary of Zhepard's Mercuyy
flight. Houston machine cancel of May 5, 1368.
fachet rubbar stamped in purple ink. Each
covar has a NASA Local Post commemorative
printed bi-coler in light green and hlack and
cancelled wilth ®ELP hand cancel in red ink. ag.on

5CC8-11 Tenth anniversary of Cooper's Mercury flight.
Houston mashine cancel of May 15, 1968. Cac—
het rubber stamped in red ink. Each cover
has & WASA Local Post commemorative printed
bil-colar in red and black and cancelled with
HMLPF hand cancel in purple ink. Z0.00

SCCS-1Z First helicopter maill delivery from NASA MEC
to Houstown General Poat Offigce. The ewvent
alse honored the 50th anpiversary of U.S.
Air Mail sserviss, Houston machine cancel of
Hay 15, 1968. {achet rubber atamped in blus
ink. Each cover has a HASR Local Post com-
memorative rubber stamped on the cover in
red ink and cancelled with KLP hand cancel in
green ink, just to the right. 25.00

SCCE-13 Seventh anniverssry of Grissom's Mepcury
flight. Houston machine cancel of July 21,
186E. Cachet rubbher stamped in brown ink.
Each cowver has a NASA Local Post commemora-
tive printed bi-coeler in orange and black
and cancelled with HLP hand cancel in black. 20.00
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MGRE DETAILS OF SOME OF THE COVERS ISBUED BY SCCS

BrO8-1,auann .This cover sold for just under 5400 in 1983 through
the S0CE, and it went to & collector that knew this was the first
cover produced by SCCE. A space cover speclalist tells us that
he has £old several of these covers over the years at §200+ and
that he Felt that when this beoklet vou are now reading gets inte
the hands of collectora, that price would probably double. Since
this 18 our first cover and Sue to the event it commemorates, we
have put a cataleog price on 1t of S400.

Also, as of this date no other philatelic govers cancelled
Houston on Janwary 27, 1967 p.m. have been reported. The super-
intendent in charge of the cancelling that night in the main
Housteon post office advised Allen Banks, then 5CCE vice=prasident,
that no other covers (besides the approximately 100 covers done
by SCCS) were presented at Houston for cangelling. I any de
exist, they wonld have had to be dropped in cne of the main de-
positories and have gons through the regular mail channeis. Rogaln,
as of this dats, no such item has shown up. If apy do exist, we
hope this catalog will bring them to light.

HOW THIE FIRST BCCE COVER WAS PRODUCED

Before the detalla of the cover production is begun, it ia
best to tell how the Space Clty Cover Scclety came inta being.
Just & fow months before the vntimely deaths of Grissom, White
and Chaffas, sewveral Houston area collecters got together in di=s=-
cussions for putting an old idea into action. Allen Banks, who
had been president of the Hounston Fhilatelic Society in the early
19603, had long felt that collecters in the Houston area should
get together in finding a permanent meeting place.

This would mean buying a "run-down® building and fixing it
up or starting one from scratch. Both alternatives soon met a
dead end due £0 high costs. (Today, those estimates seem small
in comparison.). A= had happened over the previous six or seven



years in Houston, enough cellectors could hot be motivated to even

get the project out of the planning stage. &S & tesult, in January
1967, the new group had dwindled dewn to three or four collectors,

and seemed to Be on its way out of sxistence.

A HOUSTON COVER FOR JANUARRY 27, 1%9677...TO BE OR NOT 19 BE

a3 goon a2 NASA released the news of the tragic deaths of
Grissem, White and Chaffee, Houston radio and television stations
interrupted their reguiar programming %o let the public know of
the sketchy detalls. On hearing the news vepoyxts, thousands of
Houstonlans began calling friemds to aszk if they had heard about
the tragsdy.

One of +the telephone calls was from Allen Banks to Harry
mnderson asking whether it would be appropriate to produce a
mamerial cover cancelled in Houskon that evenlhng. allen Banks
had experiesnce as a cover preducer aas he was founder of TREYCO, a
Houston firm that had produced first day covers and event covers.

Banks told Anderecn that he had a partial bax of a NASA
generic cachet on rag bond envelopes snd that those could be uged,
He added that he had some sheets of the 3¢ Fort Bliss and the 4¢
Projent Mercury stamps and that thess zpace-related stamps would
be approprlate for the covers. After about five minutes of plan-
ning on the telephone, the twe agreed to service such a cover.

Then came the atumbling block. PRankz telephoned several
numpers a% the main Houston post office but none were answered
that lats at night. Being a friend of Granville Elder, the posr-
master of Howston, Banks was able to contact him and told him
what we wanted te do., Elder had long bsen cordial to Houston
collectors and it was he and Allen Banks who had detailed all of
the events for the firat day of isswe ceremony of the 2am Houston
©¢ commemcrative issued just three years earlier in Houwaton.

Elder advised Banks which door to knock on when we got to
the post offlice Lobby and sald that by that time he would have
telephoned the night superintendent to let him know what we wanted
to have done.

Allen Banks lived in eputheast Houston and Harry Anderson
lived in southwest Houston but by 9:30 p.i., both were in the
lobby of the main Houston post offlce, wher= all area cancellins
was done, While Anderson began separating the cheets of stamps,
Banks knooked on the proper door in order to contact the night
superintendent. Banks gawve him one of the blank enveleopea and
asked if we could get a sample of how the machine cancel would
laok. In about f£ive minutes, the ona cancelled blank was brought
back te the lobby. )

Along with the 3¢ Fort Bliea stamps and 4¢ Froject Mexcury
stamps, Banks had brought some 2¢ stawps. 5o the two began Iick-
ing and sticking the 3% Fort Ellss and 2¢ regular issue first.
When about 25 covers were ready, Banks knocked on the door sgain
and in a few minutes, those 25 were back nicely gancellad.

As Rarnks finished up the Fort Blies stamps, Anderson hegan
"playing™ the lobby =tamp machine for the 1¢ coll stamps. Another
1% covers were zeon ready and handed in for cancelling. By about
10:15 about 190 covers were completed as that was all of the
stampa available. It was not wnkil then that it was noticed that
two different machine cancela had been used.

The superintendent saild that the batches of 25 or so were
glven to the nearest clerk who had & lull in the workload. And
in these daya, collectors di1d not pay that much attentien teo such
detallz. A3 a result no record was kept as ta how many of each
of the twe types of cancels were produced.

ks Banks and Anderson finished wp with the govers, they de-
cided that thiz could be a good heginning for not'the Space Clty
Fhilatelir Socisty, but for the Space Cilty Cover Society. And a
hew beginning it was.

The next morning Banks wisited the printer who had printed
the sarlier TREYCO covers. During the day the printer designed
and set the type and horder to go around the previcusly printed
MASA generic cashet. But he did not have time to print them
that day. Howewer, by Monday afternocon, the new SCCS covers
were printed and ready to go.



Allen Banks, who years sarlier had been a reporter for the
Brooklyn Fagle and preas alde to Mayor IaGuardia in Hew York knew
that the beat way to let the public know of cur covers was hy way
of news releazes to Linn's, Western Stamp Collector (now Stamp
Collector) and STAMPS magazine.

Banks had already contacted about 30 collectors in the Hous-
ton area telling them of the cover, but only about six were ewven
interested in buying one at 50¢ each! Another truth had bech
sharpley brought cut. In 15%E7, in Space City, a8 Houston was then
being called, space colleckore were few and far between. RS Banka
and Anderson malled ocut the news releases, koth Rgresd that if
just 40 of the covers ware, sold, 1t would ak least pay for the
stamps, envelopes and printing.

COVER COLLECTORS WANTED THE COVERS

In a couple of weeks after mailing the news releases, the
orders began to arrive. The Eirst day, about gix oy seven; the
gecond day, 12 or so; the third day about 25. Some of those wers
for more than ecne cover. The fourth day the small post office box
could net held 2ll of the matl., Efeveral bundles, about 300 orders
in all, left Banks and Anderson speechlese. Not only that, they
ware left coverleas!

For the next 50 orderzs of those 300 or so, 1f more than one
cover was reguested, only one was given and a refund wade for any
others., A note was sent along explaining the sitwpation. Owver the
next two weeks the total number of orders recelved for the ewveant
came to about 1000. About 910 collectors were dizappoinked. Mozt
of thoee understood; several were not understapnding ak all.

0f 98 good covers resulting from the cachet printing (a feow
were lost), 90 were so0ld to callectors in the first few days.
Eight were kept for pregsentation (one for each of the four members
till lefe making up the pew S5CC2 and the other four prasented to
otherg who had helped make the cover possible.)

A few years later, after vislting with Don and Blanche Chaffee,
the parents of Roger Chaffes, in their home in Wyoming, Michigan,
Harry Anderson wac able to prezent one of theze cowvers to them.

In Febrwary 1967 one thing was clear...Mayhe there were fow

space cover collectors in Houston, bot there were a lot of them in
the rest of the United States!

CESCRIPTION OF THIS SC05-1, COVER

Illustration "A" shows the type of primary cachet used, alonag
with a sample of one of the two machine cancels of Houston, Jan-
uary 27, 1967 p.m. This primary ecachet iz known in gingle colors
of green, orange-red, or hlue. Illuatraticns "B-1" and "B-2" show
the twe different types of machine cancele used on the approxima-
tely 100 covars, Illustration "C" shows the proof of the over-
print design which was printed three days later in black ink.
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DETAILS QF OTHER COVERS DURING THIS "SCCE CLASSIC PERIOD"

50052 After getting the SCCE-1 covers cancelled and printed,
ATIell Banks and Harry Anderson had e session with Postmastpr Elder.
The 5005 had hopes of servicing space covers for collactors With a
saneel from the MNASH area. Elder infoxmed them that all £irst
clags mail for all of the Houston branch post offices was brought
to the Beneral Post Bffice for canvelling. The only cancel any
Houston branch post office wag supposed to have was the eircular
money arder eancel. The Houston regulations stated that this cir-
cular gancel was not to be used on £irst clasgs mail. (In some
ignlated inartance, branch offices dig wiclate this rule.)

with thiz informatlon, Banks and Anderson felt that some way
should be made to publicize Houston and the spase activity coming
from MASA's Manned Spacecraft Center,. Thus was born the WASA Lacal
Fest and the commemorakive "atamps" issued by 1t.

Fabruary 20, 1967 would be the f£ifth anniversary of John
Glenn's Mercury flight and this seemed 1ike the perfect event to be
cormemorated by the first iasue of the FaEa Lacal Pask. Rnother
session with Postmaster Elder confirmed that such an izsue was
permissable as long as the reqular U.5. first class poftags was
paid on each and every covar.

To all of those that hed requested one of the SCO5-1 covers: B
letter was sent teliing them of what we planned to do in the way of
a WASM Loecal Feost. Tha letter stated that the aim of the Space
City Cover Zociety would be to service covexs for collectors (both
vollesctors' covers and our SCCE govere), to keep collectors infor-
med of space events, espécially from Houston's MSC, to issue "The
Space Log® free to all hawving notification envelopes on file with
Eke BCCS, and to answer any gquestlons any coollector might hawve
shout Housten and space getiviey from MSC. It was agrepd that no
dues would be charged and that the only reguirement to participate
in rhe activities would be to have collecters send in four, ad-
dressad stampaed envelopes in-which the SCCE counld send out infor-
mation an future events and for sending out the £free issued of The
Space Log.

The responge was lmmediata and far-reaching. And uwp through
the Apcllo 11 miszion, the BOCS would receive hags of mail at a
time from collectors around the world. When the Houston poat aoffice
and the M5C ressived such mail, most of 1t waa esnt on to the SCCE
for getting the collectors' cowvers cancelled on correct dates and
for answering their meny guestions. A& lot of the letiers were
written in German and French and this ereated a problem but one the
5005 =olved with time,

There was no charge made for eervicing any cowvers sent in by
collectars but the 5008 418 eoffer covers for sale to the collectors
that wanted such a service. Most of those were sold at 30% each and
mast ail included a NASA Local Post commemcorative and cancel.

Quf SCCS5-2 cover had Btarted a trend that would continue on
through many years.

8005-6 Bi11 and Leba Salomon serviced the 1331-32 5CCE first day
covers from the Keonedy Space Center. ELlll had asked that the BCOCS
send aleng some of the Ed White RLP scuvenlr sheats, lssued for the
Houzton 1331-32 coverz. We had po idea he would put a single of
that Ed White ¥LP just vnder each pair of the ¥5C cancelled 1331-32
covers. Az a result most all of the 3CCS-6 covers have the NLP
single along with.the 133132 ge~tenant palr.

el This cowver has become known as the Houston "unofficial”
firat day clty cover of 1331-32. PEarly in the moming of Septerber
29, 1967, Bill Salomon purchased seweral sheets of 1331-32 from the
first davy cover unit 2%t the Orlande Florida post office, He care=-
fully packaged these up, then teook them to the Orlands airport for
the earlieat flight to Houstor., Allen Banks was walting at the
Houston alrport and as soon as the stamps arrived, he brought them
to the Houston General Post Office. Several Houston collectors
ware on hand and all piltched in t¢ help put pairs and singles on
the cacheted covers that were walting,



Ahout 200 pairs wers serviced apd abont 50 seks of two singles
ware serviced with the Houston cancel of Septembor 29.  The machine
capeel did not show up well on the dark ink of the ze-tenant pair.
This was a problem that had not been thought of beforehand. The
arly thing to do was to use the only hand cancel available at that
Eime in che £irst class cancelling ssctlon. This was a metal hand
stamp used for large envelopes and small First class parcels. Bwven
though this cancel left a lot to be desired, thers Was no ather
chaice. But due to this being cur initial first day cowver and our
firot "wnofficial city" first day cancel, the lesser-quality of the
caneel was overlogked by collegtore.

SCCE-12 FIRST HELICOPTER MAIL DELIVERY FROM NASA's HSC To THE
HOUSTOR GEWERAL POST OQFEICE

May 15, 1963 was the 50th anniversary of 0.5. Ar Mail Bervice
and Houston was locking for "something different" in the way of a
celebratlon. The grourdwork was done for thie "sopmething different”
by Houston Postmaster Graowville Elder, aloog with M, RAllen Banks and
Harry Anderson of the Space City Cover caclety., Advance publiciky
was given to the public letting all know that they could take part by
having their mail flown on this first helicoptor flight from the
Manned Spacecrafh Centey to the main Houston post Office. Tho=se
that requested it could have theiy mail "stamped” with the triandgui-
lar NASA Local Post rubber stamp. The hags of mail were carried to
the hellcopter site near the Manned Spacecraft Center early in the
worning of May 15. The Elight departed on time and arrived at the
Houston post office NMear noon.

The post office parking lot had been gleared of cars and in
their place were hundreds of spectators and some Houskoh dignataries
walting for the helicopter apd the mail to arrive. fmong the crowd
were TV camera crows and newspaper reporters.

When the helicopter arrived, after dts 30-mile flight From MSC,
Elder, Anderson and Banks aceepted the bags of wafl, The mail was
then taken to the cancelling equipment, postmarked May 1%, 1968 p.m.
and then put into the mall atream to be delivereod.

Special commemoratlve covors weIe propared by the S5CCE. ‘Theso
covers wers franked wlth the 10¢ alrmail gtamp, had a rubber stamp
cachet in blue ink, along with NLP pictorial cancel in green ink.
These covera seld at the time for 50¢ each and the entire aupply of
about 750 covers were gone wilithin a few weeks of the avant.

e 3CCS-2 This layout style used
alse on #'s 3, B, 1o, 11,
and 13.
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Cover " B-2"
M achine Cancel 2

APOLLO I SPACE CREW

Cover " C"
Overprint Design





