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Rocket tests feasibility of space transportation

New venture could aid communications
By PRESTON PENDERGRASS

ROCKPORT, Conn. - If things go as planned, a
space venture by private enterprise that could
further revolutionize satellite communications will
be attempted at Matagorda Island about 15 miles
north of Rockport in early August.

The much-publicized launching of a rocket de-
signed to test the feasibility of providing economical
methods of space transportation is in the preparation
stage, awaiting launch permission from the Federal
Aviation Administration.

The rocket, built by GCH Inc., of Sunnyvale, Calif.
at a cost of $1.2 million, was transported to
Matagorda Island by truck and barge after being
delayed in New Mexico for violation of that state's
trucking laws.

Known as the Percheron Project, the space venture
is the first in a series to develop commercial space
services and is being undertaken by the Houston-
based, investor-owned Space Services Inc. (SSI).

The basic Percheron module is four feet in
diameter and 40 feet long. When the engine and nose
cone are included, the prototype measures 55 feet.
Each module carries a single pressure-fed engine
designed to burn kerosene and capable of 75,000
pounds of thrust.

•Percheron represents a venture into an area by
private enterprise normally and historically re-
served by national governments.

David Hannah Jr., a Houston businessman who is
founder and president of SSI, observes, "We re-
cognize, and are grateful, that governmental pro-
grams have advanced the nation to the new frontiers
of space. But we are equally aware that governments
are inherently limited in their ability to exploit these
frontiers.

"Such activity logically is a function of private
enterprise; so we have organized to make space
accessible to the private sector for industrialization
and commercialization, an effort bound to benefit the
nation and society."

As this was being written, SSI officials announced
they would rent a boat to transport 15 members of the
news media and photographers to the launch site.
Matagorda Island is inaccessible except by air and
boat.

SSI officials said the exact date of the planned
launch will be announced well ahead so that citizens
in Rockport and other areas can watch the launch
from the bay shore.

Percheron is the first attempt by SSI to make space
industry accessible to the private sector by reducing
the capital requirements to a level consistent with

that currently supported by other ventures, such as
oil and gas exploration and drilling.

As with oil and gas development, SSI officials point
out, a certain degree of calculated risk attends each
project. SSI believes that only by allowing promising
projects and groups, such as Percheron and GCH, an
opportunity to succeed, or fail, will'the development
of a mature industrial space economy be possible,
SSI officials said.

SSI has issued 1,800 shares of stock, 800 held by
members of the board of directors and 1,000 divided
among initial investors. SSI has recently attracted its
first international investor, a Hong Kong business-
man.

So far three rocket engines have been
manufactured by GCH. Each is designed to develop
75,000 pounds of thrust. The prototype is expected to
develop 60,000 pounds of thrust, which is necessary
for a successful launching of the Percheron rocket.

The first rocket Space Services will launch is
scheduled to be a suborbital flight with an altitude of
50 miles. The rocket will burn out and drop into the
Gulf of Mexico some 20 miles downrange from the
launch site.

Rockets of the Percheron type may eventually be
capable of placing up to 5,000 pounds of payload into
geostationary Earth orbits, according to SSI of-
ficials.

Tied-down tests of the Percheron's engine are now
being conducted on the private Matagorda Island
site. The engine will be mounted in the launch vehicle
and should burn for about 28 seconds without liftoff.

Engineers estimate that chances, of a successful
burn are about 50-50. If this and subsequent engine
tests are completed successfully, SSI plans a sub-
orbital flight of the 55-foot Percheron vehicle from
the same site later this summer. No date has been
set.

The Percheron system burns propellants that are
inexpensive and accessible, SSI officials explained.
Moreover, the rocket uses new materials and
structure technology to reduce construction costs.

Safety at big-city hotels
begins to worry patrons

(UPD— A big-city hotel used to be a place where
you could deposit not only your luggage but also your
cares and enter unencumbered a world of peace and
ease and elegance.

But the towering-inferno fires in Las Vegas and the
skywalk collapse in Kansas City have given many
hotel patrons real and imagined anxieties that their
surroundings may not be as safe and serene as they
seem.

Some hotel guests now look nervously for exit doors
when they enter a new hotel the way they used to look
for open tables in restaurants. Others won't ride in
giddying gondola-type elevators that float in free
space or walk the walls like giant chrome-and-glass
flies.

Some, in smaller numbers, avoid altogether hotels
based on an open atrium concept. And a noticeable
number of hotel guests are requesting rooms on
lower floors easily within reach of city Tire appara-
tus.

And in the post-Watergate years, the touring public
not only worries about payoffs and coverups in the
building trades but poor architectural designs, sub-
standard building materials and unenforced building
codes.

Some believe all these worries generate fear.
"Yes, I'm afraid. After the accident I came in here

thinking that I hope this one isn't going to fall.
Psychologically, it has quite an effect. It's very
strange for me that here in the United States an
accident of such magnitude could happen," said
Angel Zavala, 24, of Acapulco, Mexico, who was
visiting a hotel in Indianapolis.

Lunchtime diners at the Hyatt Regency Chicago's
Skyway Restaurant, located on a glass-panelled
bridge between the Loop hotel's east and west
towers, seemed almost cavalier about the possibility
of more hotel tragedies and expressed a what-will-
happen-will-happen attitude..

Jack Martin, of Columbia Pictures in Chicago is
one of those not concerned about falling skyways or
fires.

"Of course, I'm not worried. If I did, I wouldn't be
here. I still fly, and we've had a few mishaps there. If
it's your turn, it's your turn," Martin said.

But another skyway restaurant patron, Mrs.
Russell Malo of Munster, Ind., is a lot more careful
when she travels now after the recent tragedies.

"Since the Las Vegas fires, I would not stay on top
of a hotel. If I can't get a room on a lower level, I
won't stay there. That's more of a concern than
walking across this bridge," she said.

In Atlantic City, N.J., hotel operators are reporting
that many guests are refusing rooms on upper floors.

"Although we have not experienced any problems
in light of the Kansas City collapse, we still are
getting people who worry about fire and are re-
questing lower floors," said Joanne Carlos,
spokeswoman for Harrah's Hotel and Marina in
Atlantic City, N. J.

And everyone seems to be confused about what to
do to avoid tragedy.

"There are a lot of people who seem to be coming
out of the woodwork telling hotels what they should
do. The problem with hotels is the same problem that
you have with department stores of high-rises —
every hotel is different, each site is unique, the design
is unique, the distance from the fire station is
different for each hotel, the prevailing winds are
different," said Albert Kudrle, director of public

relations for the American Hotel and Motel Associa-
tion in New York City.

"It's impossible to give advice that would apply
everywhere," Kudrle said.

He said that in one incident the common procedure
of evacuating the hotel was even a problem.

"Sure, there are some things you should do, crawl
through the smoke, don't open doors if they feel hot,
that sort of thing, but should phone operators alert all
the guests in a hotel fire? One fire chief said his men
couldn't use the stairs to try to get to a fire because
hundreds of people were running down them trying to
evacuate, "he said.

Kudrle also cited the more than 14,000 different
state and city building codes as another problem for
hotel builders. Complex and varying fire codes also
contribute to a lack of uniformity concerning safety.

But, like most of the hotel operators in his
association, Kudrle defends hotels' safety records.

"Fire experts have told me time and time again
that the chance of getting asphyxiated or dying in a
fire is much greater in your own home than it is in one
of our hotels," Kudrle said.
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Thief loves
chicken legs

. ELIZABETH, N.J. (UPI)
— After Timothy Blake re-
turned from an hour-long
jog, he found his possessions
stacked by the door of his
apartment and a would-be
thief munching on a chicken
leg, authorities said Satur-
day.

Union County assistant
prosecutor Peter McCord
said that when Blake re-
turned from jogging June
15, he found his stereo, tele-
vision and other valuables
piled near his front door.

The man tried to flee —
with chicken leg in hand —
but Blake, who weighs more
t h a n 2 5 0 p o u n d s ,
overpowered him and held
him until police arrived.
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YOU CAN AFFORD
TO BUY A HOME.

With the availability of today's flexible alternatives
to conventional mortgages, you'll find many >vays to
make home ownership affordable.

One method is the variable rate mortage (VRM)
that reflects changes in market interest rates. But taking
out a VRM doesn't give the lender a blank check. The
terms protect you against arbitrary rate changes.

VRM's and similar loans are rapidly becoming
more acceptable because they put buyers into homes and
assure the lender a reasonable yield on investment.

To learn about VRM's and other types of home
financing, talk to a member of the NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®. A REALTOR®
can help you find ways to buy a home even in
today's economy.
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options in CREATIVE FINANCING —
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All 14 karat gold
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