DOUBLE CANCELS FOR 51-L

The Space City Cover Society has been servicing double
cancelled space covers for many years. And in the past few
years, there has been tremendous growth in this specialized
field of cover collecting.

Usually, we try to plan ahead. If we feel that such an
event will be a "good prospect" for a future double cancel,
we service a small number and do not print a cachet on those
covers until after the second event.

But when something unexpected happens, such as the Chal-
lenger explosion, there are certain past events that should
warrant a double cancel, but a small supply of older covers
may present a problem....usually the problem is that there is
a very small supply that could be used. That happened on some
of the following 51-L double cancelled covers and some of these
were done in a guantity of only 25 or so.

After the numbness of listening to the news of the Chal-
lenger explosion wore off, it was a task of beating the clock
in getting out some of our older covers for a double cancel.
We know it was appreciated though, as attested by the comments
of many receiving these double cancelled covers on the origi-
nal offering made by us.

Our listing of the double cancelled covers for 51-L are
as follows:

CREW MEMBERS DOUBLE CANCELS

From 1969 until January 1978, NASA had made no selection
of new astronauts. But on January 16, 1978 NASA selected 35
new astronaut candidates for the Space Shuttle program. Of
these 35, four would perish in the Challenger explosion on
January 28, 1986. These were NcNair, Onizuka, Resnik and
Scobee.

There are three double cancelled covers pertaining to
these four astronauts and their original selection.

STS-51-L-24 (Astronaut candidates selected Jan 16,

1978) (McNair, Onizuka, Resnik and Scobee perish

in 51-L explosion on Jan 28, 1986)............$15.00
STS-51-L-25 (35 candidates report to JSC Jul 10, 1978)

(McNair, Onizuka, Resnik and Scobee perish in 51-L

explosion on Jan 28, 1986)....¢cc0eeeeee.....515.00
STS-51-L-26 (35 named astronauts Aug 31, 1979)

((McNair, Onizuka, Resnik and Scobee perish in 51-L

explosion on Jan 28, 1986).....c.00evveiee... $17.50

On July 7, 1980 nineteen new astronaut candidates for the
Space Shuttle program reported to the Johnson Space Center.
Among these 19 was Michael J. Smith, who would be pilot on 51-L.

STS-51-L-27 (19 astronaut candidates report to JSC
Jul 7, 1980) (Smith perishes in 51-L explosion on
Jan 28, 1986) .c.ieeeccccnnncnannns ceeereeeeesa$15.00

All four of the double cancelled covers #24, 25, 26 and 27
are machine cancelled Houston on the first dated event and MPP
hand cancelled Houston on the second dated event. On covers



#24, 25, and 26, each is rubber stamped in red ink with the
wordlng "McNair, Onizuka, Resnik and Scobee perish in Chal-
lenger's explosion on Jan 28, 1986" On cover #27, the wording
is rubber stamped in red ink on the cover reading "Michael
Smith perishes in Challenger's explosion on Jan 28, 1986"

CREW SELECTION DOUBLE CANCELS

On January 29, 1985, Scobee, Smith, McNair, Onizuka and
Resnik were named as original five crew members for 51-L. On
October 4, 1985, Jarvis was added as a payload specialist
for 51-L. On July 19, 1985, McAuliffe was selected as the
first private citizen-astronaut to fly on a shuttle mission.
And 51-L had been previously selected for that selectee.

The following three covers have an MPP hand cancel for
both of the events. Covers #28 and #29 have the original
cachet with additional rubber stamping in red ink reading
"Challenger Explodes on Launch Jan 28, 1986" Cover #30 has
a cachet pertaining to both events.

STS-51-L-28 First cancel Jan 29, 1985 and second ca
cancel Jan 28, 1986....-. wish e aile mla e e 0 b bpetaie s ere i Tl eD0

STS-51-L-29 First cancel Oct 4, 1985 and second
CANCOL Tan 12857 1986 . cinisinie oins ik in s shes i wio s niens alninaciS D0

STS-51-L-30 First cancel Jul 19, 1985 and second
cancel "Jan 28, mH9B6.: « vs i sah e e et s i b e ST, 50

CHALLENGER'S FIRST AND FINAL MISSIONS

The first flight for Challenger was with the launch on
April 4, 1983. It landed on April 9, 1983. We have two covers
in the double cancelled set. Both are cacheted with the ori-
ginal STS-6 cachet. 1In addition, each is rubber stamped read-
ing "Challenger Explodes on Launch Jan 28, 1986". Cover #31
has an MPP hand cancel on the first date (Apr 4, 1983) and an
MPP hand cancel on explosion on date of Jan 28, 1986. The
cover #32 has a Houston machine cancel on first date (Apr 9,
1983) and an MPP hand cancel on second cancel of Jan 28, 1986.

STS~51=L=31.¢ccisecioecs cecactsisseracsesesesaens910.00
STES=-51-L=32: eeivia v sieiom s o in ohie me cesacsenesecisass e $10.00

CHALLENGER'S 51-1 CREW PERISHES

The seven crew members aboard Challenger perished when
the craft exploded about 72 seconds after launch on January 28,
1986. President Reagan, Mrs. Reagan, and other members of his
staff flew to Houston and the Johnson Space Center. President
Reagan led a Memorial Service for the crew at JSC on January 31
1986.

Our double cancelled cover for this historic space event
has the first cancel Houston machine on January 28, 1986, the
morning Challenger exploded. The second cancel is Houston MPP
hand cancel on January 31, 1986 as President Reagan led the
Memorial Service tribute to the "Challenger Seven" at the
Johnson Space Center.

STS=51=L=88 i vsanasenceniivacetorissenossessssesedllii0n



Here is a proof sheet of two of
the pages of our illustrated cata-
log of SCCS covers for Challenger's
51-L flight. This is now in the
hands of the printer and will be
sent to you as soon as completed.
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NEVER OFFERED BEFORE

Single covers of January 28,
1986 (Houston and/or Canaveral area)
are already bringing up to $5.00
each. And we are the source for
many of the double cancelled covers
for this event. Covers #24, 25,
26 and 27 have never been offered
previously by us as there were just
too few of them. We think now is
the perfect time to do just that
because this will be going only
to you that bought some of our
other 51-L double cancelled covers.

And we are making a special price to you, with a discount from the retail
price shown in the 51-L catalog. These special prices are as follows:

#STS~-51-1-24 Retail $15.00
#STS-51-L-25 Retail $15.00
#STS-51-1L-26 Retail $17-50
#$STS-51-L-27 Retail 's15.00

special .for--g 7.50
special fer ¢ 7.50
special for $10.00
special fex < 7 54

Remember, these are all on the original covers of events offered back in
1978-1980 and those original covers are in very low quantities.
T CUT HERE - - - = = = = = = = = - - -
TO: SPACE CITY COVER SOCIETY, P O Box 53545, Houston, Texas 77052

Yes, I would like to order the following SCCS double cancelled covers for
Challenger mission 51-L. I understand that these have never been offered before.

feqie 5lon-Dh.e &7 50 STSe51~T,-26 @ $10.00

 #STS=51=1-25@

Enclosed is my

NAME

S7.50 SES~B1<1=27 ©.87.50

remittance of $

ADDRESS

CITY

ZIP

(#51-L Cat) Please

Please send me

covers shown in the

include one addressed,

gummed label with order. Thanks.

a special pre-catalog price on the other double cancelled
two proof sheets for the 51-1L catalog.



